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From the Pastor’s Desk

Grace, mercy, and peace be with you all in the name of Jesus Christ!

It is the holiday season once again and there is a joy, an excitement that is felt by many. There is an abun-
dance of treats and sweets that come around only once a year; there is an exchange of gifts; there are extrava-
gant meals; there is joyous music all around; there are decorations in stores and on houses; there are gatherings
of friends and family. Many people increase their giving to charity around this time of year: the Salvation Ar-
my, Angel trees, Toys for Tots, and many others. Yes, indeed, there is much celebration surrounding the holi-
day season, particularly Christmas.

In the midst of all this cultural buzz and cheer, we, the Church, observe the season of Advent. Advent, which
literally means “coming” or “arrival,” is a time of anticipation. However, it is not the anticipation of our holi-
day gatherings. It is not the anticipation of our joyous feasts. It is not the anticipation of gifts given and re-
ceived. Yes, it is the anticipation of the arrival of our Lord and our God who came to us in the birth of Jesus
Christ. However, this birth, the moment when our God took on human flesh, is not a moment that offers us a
“happy-go-lucky” attitude.

Our Lord Jesus Christ arrives in human form not to be cute, or to be a Band-Aid for all our imperfections and
insecurities, or to wash away everything that is wrong with the world so that we can simply be merry. Rather
our God comes in human form to enter into the brokenness of the world, to end the easiness of the lives of the
privileged, and to bring those who suffer injustice back to life. Because of our ignorance, pride, power, privi-
lege, hatred, and ego-centrism God in human form, the baby born to us, is beaten, bloodied, bruised, tortured,
spat upon, and brutally murdered. Our God came to us in Jesus Christ to bring the gift that makes all other
gifts superfluous: the gift of mercy and justice.

I have mentioned that the psalms are prayers, and as I was contemplating the season of Advent and the true gift
of the coming of our Lord, I thought of Psalm 123:

'To you I lift up my eyes,

O you who are enthroned in the heavens!

?As the eyes of servants

look to the hand of their master,

as the eyes of a maid

to the hand of her mistress,

so our eyes look to the LORD our God,

unt11 he has mercy upon us.
*Have mercy upon us, O LORD, have mercy upon us,

for we have had more than enough of contempt.
*Our soul has had more than its fill

of the scorn of those who are at ease,

of the contempt of the proud.




This psalm is a prayer for mercy. Often we pray prayers like this for ourselves. And rightfully so. We get
fed up and overwhelmed with what is going on in our lives: struggles with health, broken relationships, guilt,
depression, anxiety, bullying, grief, and many other things. In this time of Advent, we anticipate the mercy
of God. What we receive and the true reason for our celebration on Christmas is knowledge of who God is
for us. We have a God whom we can look to and fall back on; we have a God who comes to be with us, truly
be with us, in Jesus Christ. God in Jesus Christ enters into our pain and our suffering and loves us in the
midst of it. God enters the messiness of our lives and does not abandon us.

At the same time this prayer goes far beyond our own personal situations. This prayer for mercy is the wor-
ried muttering from people who do not have access to health care or social security benefits or retirement
plans. This prayer for mercy is the plea from people who go without food or water. This prayer for mercy is
the chant of protesters in Standing Rock, ND. This prayer for mercy is the scream of the 100,000+ terrified
children in Aleppo who are wounded, shot, bombed, and separated from their parents. This prayer for mercy
is the weary sobbing of Palestinians and Israelis who are victims of extremism on both sides of the conflict.
This prayer for mercy is the dying sigh of our Lord Jesus Christ, hanging on the cross for the sake of the
world.

Our anticipation of the coming of Jesus Christ calls us to stand in solidarity with those who are dehumanized,
written off, and forgotten. Our anticipation of the coming of Jesus Christ calls us to take stock of our privi-
lege that allows us to be merry at our holiday gatherings, to sit in our cozy houses, to be gleeful in opening
presents, and to sing cheerful carols. Our anticipation of the coming of Jesus Christ calls us to be disciples in
the midst of a broken world, taking seriously our commission to bear the good news of Jesus Christ to all
people and to act in accordance with the unmeasurable love of God, to be the hands and feet of Christ in the
world.

In a couple weeks we celebrate the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ. As we anticipate his coming, as we cele-
brate his arrival, let us remember the true power of God revealed to us in the birth of a child. Let us boldly
ask our Lord for mercy. Let us dare to stand in solidarity with those whom Christ calls brothers and sisters:
the least of these. Let us have the courage to claim the name by which we are claimed as beloved children of
God: the name of Christ, our crucified and risen Lord.

May the God of peace, who grants us grace and love beyond all measure, help you to know the true joy that
comes only from the gift of Emmanuel, God with us.

God be with you all,




Sanctuary Christmas Tree

The beautiful new tree in the Sanctuary was donated by the Drake family
in memory of Shirley and Dick Drake. We appreciate the donation and
will be able to enjoy the tree for years to come. Shirley spent many years
in the choir loft and the tree is a very fitting way to remember her contri-
bution to the church. The Women’s Group will be decorating the tree and
church on Thursday, December 1st, for the Advent Season. Thank you.

GLC Ministry of Literacy

The fall session will end on December 1*. It was a hectic beginning but we settled in with our thirteen stu-
dents and it all has gone smoothly. This month we continued working on organizing thoughts and ideas with
the students. In spelling we are playing some new spelling games to help them practice their words. This
helps them understand and recognize the words. One first grade teacher reported that after Thursday’s ses-
sion working on spelling words her students showed great improvement. In the reading center the students
continue to increase their reading skills by reading books with a volunteer.

During the month of November and the 1* of December the stories of Daniel and the Lion’s Den and the
Crippled Lamb were read to the students. Their writing activities follow the stories to help the children un-
derstand and pick out important parts of what was read.

Hopefully some of you saw the great story the Journal did about the program. We do have a copy on the bul-
letin board in the hall where our information is kept. It was a nice surprise to see how large the picture and
story were on the inside page but a bonus to also to have the small picture on the front page. It is great that
the community is aware of our work.

We continue to look for ways to help support the program. Our night at Boonies was a great success. A
heartfelt Thank-you goes out to all of the church members who came out to eat and enjoy each other’s com-
pany. Thanks also to those who bussed tables and greeted customers. We have a new fundraiser with the
Shop and Share at Hy-Vee. Groceries, gas and even gift certificates count towards the money we raise.
We will be handing out the forms needed at Church and through e-mail. The dates are December 12,
13, & 14™. You must have the form for us to be able to get the credit for your purchase.

The program has been blessed with many people willing to help. We couldn’t run the program without so
many willing volunteers to work with the students, furnish snacks, contribute monetary donations, and pro-
vide support through prayer. Thanks you to everyone who is and has been involved in this ministry. Our
next session begins January 31, 2017.

Grace Nite Out

Due to a busy schedule in December, there will be no Grace Nite Out this month. The next Grace Nite Out is
tentatively scheduled for Sunday, January 8th. See you then.



Grace Women News by Mary Hovick & Karen Hessel

An Invitation — All women of Grace are invited to join us on Tuesday December 13" at 9:30. We are
meeting at Mary Jane Chalupa’s, 607 Sunrise Circle for a Christmas gathering. For those who want to
bring something to share we suggest 2 dozen of whatever snack you like. It can be homemade or store
bought. Mary Jane will have the drinks and we will snack, visit and maybe even try to sing some Christmas
Carols. As part of our celebration you are asked to bring an item for the food pantry. Please join us in this
time of fellowship and sharing. All are welcome! It would be helpful if we let Mary Jane know how
many people to expect if you could give her a call at 263-0805 or maryjchalupa@gmail.com. Hope to
see you there!

Important dates to remember:

Decorate the Church on December 1% 9:00, all are invited to help.
Deliver Poinsettias to our shut-ins December 1st

H.O.P.E.’s dinner December 5

H.O.P.E.S. Christmas Dinner

We want to thank everyone for responding so quickly to the call for the H.O.P.E. S. Christmas presents. Grace
will help serve the families and have a chance to meet the children. They are very appreciative of our minis-
try. The dinner will be December 5th. Again THANK YOU for such a great response.

& HATS, MITTENS, SCARVES! @

The tree is up ready to be filled with mittens, hats and scarves. We will be collecting } LA
them during the month of December. After Christmas they will be given to area ser- '

vice agencies. Thank you for your donations! Any questions contact Karen Hessel, w
263-6070

Christmas Eve Poinsettias

If you wish to purchase a poinsettia to be placed around the altar at Grace on
Christmas Eve in memory of or in honor of a family member(s), please place an or-
der at HyVee floral department by December 15. The cost is $10.00 for each plant.
HyVee will deliver the plants to the church for the Christmas Eve service. Please
fill in the flower chart in the hallway with the name(s) of your honorees. The names
of all honorees will be published in the Christmas Eve bulletin. Thank you!



mailto:maryjchalupa@gmail.com

New Member Recognition Sunday

On Sunday, December 4th, the Hospitality Board will be honoring Grace’s new members for 2016. During
the church services, Pastor will welcome them to the Congregation. There will be a special coffee hour fol-
lowing first service. We hope you will join us. The Hospitality Board.

December 2016 LSI Bulletin/Newsletter Article and Story

’ L Merry Christmas from LSI

“The light shines in the dar kmedshnahd5the

As Christmas approaches, we give thanks for you! Every day, as a ministry partner of LSI, you
help bring the light of Christ to others.

At LSI, we know many people experiencing deep darkness. We know adults with disabilities who have no car-
ing family presence in their lives. We know families in Des Moines who spent 20 years living in refugee
camps and are finally regaining some hope for the future. We know teens who are aging out of the foster care
system and fear they will never belong to anyone or have a family to love them.

LSI’s work is Christmas work, shining love, compassion and light in places of darkness, despair, abuse, ne-
glect, addiction and crisis. We could not do this important work without you, and we are so grateful.

Wishing you a blessed and merry Christmas from LSI!
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A New Kind of Family

For Kristie, respite caregiving through LSI’s Services for People with Disabilities is more than just a job. It’s a
time for her to be with family.

Kristie has helped to take care of Trevor since she began working with LSI. Trevor stays one night with her
family most weekends and during many weeknights, he spends time and eats dinner with Kristie’s family.

“He gets to come over and go to sporting events, or go camping, or go to family functions with us,” Kristie
says. “He likes to interact with my own children, who are about the same age.”

The whole family has developed a relationship with Trevor, and even extended family members consider him
as “one of the kids.”

“Respite care has been a great outlet for me and my kids, and it’s a growing opportunity for all of us. I’ve de-
veloped a relationship with Trevor’s family. It gives them a break, and my kids can learn and grow,” Kristie
says. “This gives me an opportunity to work with kids and still be able to do things with my own family. It
doesn’t interfere with my life. It adds to it.”
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Actions and Highlights Council Meeting
November 17, 2016

MEMBERS PRESENT: Don Ager, Ramona Allenbaugh, Pr. Baldwin, Jim Edgmond, Brenda Erber,
JoAnne Fisher, Karen Hessel, Cindy Hermann, Connor Lawhead, and Sam Paul.

MEMBER EXCUSED: Shirlee Staley

The November meeting focused mainly on board-specific budget expenses for 2017 and capital improvements.

ANNUAL MEETING:
The date for the Annual Meeting will be January 22, 2017, with time yet to be determined.

2017 GENERAL FUND BUDGET REVIEWS:
The preliminary budget was once again reviewed and changes were asked to be made. The final budget will be
re-presented for final approval at the December meeting.

HEAT TAPES FOR THE VALLEY WHERE THE FLAT AND SLOPED ROOFS MEET:

Council approved the $12,000 purchase and installation of heat tapes by Lighting Maintenance, Inc., of El-
dridge, IA. Installation is to be done yet this year in order to avoid the formation of ice dams on the roof and
water leaks as experienced earlier in 2016.

NOMINATING COMMITTEE:
The committee has found a potential candidate to fill the vacancy of Hospitality Chair for 2017.

HOSPITALITY BOARD:
An advent letter to active members will be mailed on or about November 29"

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS:
Capital Improvements were discussed once again, along with a proposed long-range plan, which will be pre-
sented to the Congregation on December 4™ and again at the annual meeting.

Replace flat roof $40,000
Replace sloped roof $50,000
Replace front entry drive and circle drive $55,000
Replace back parking lot $55,000
Replace stairs/stairwell to basement $20,000
Replace air handler (the large fans in the back) $70-$80,000
Sub-drains to alleviate high water along the church $15,000
Replace the boiler $100,000

Meeting adjourned:  6:55 p.m.

Length of Meeting:  One hour 30 minutes
Respectfully submitted,

JoAnne Fisher, Council Secretary

Christmas Eve Services

Come and join us for an Advent Lessons and Carol Candlelight Service on Christmas Eve. There will be two
opportunities, one at 5:30 p.m. and the other at 8:00 p.m. We will read scripture, sing some Christmas hymns,
and pray together as we prepare to celebrate the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ. Everyone is welcome! We
hope to see you there.




Anniversaries and Birthdays

Please save the next page to use for your prayer list. Pray for each person on their birthday and anniversary.
By the end of the year, you would have prayed for everyone in the congregation. If we have missed a birthday
or anniversary or if corrections need to be made, please call the church office at 263-5680. Thank you.

December Anniversaries
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REMINDER

Please remember to provide the office with any name, address, email changes, or other pertinent infor-
mation, so that we have correct information in our Shepherds Staff member file system and email sys-
tem. Call the office at 263-5680 or email us at with changes. Thank you.




